
m#v^« Dockiif HES 2onn-iP-nnift^ftTn PATENT 

IN THE UNITEO STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

fent application 

inventorfs) 




UtiB of inv6fition 



In re application of: Ronald E. Sweatman et al. ^ 



Serial No.: C 10 /082,459 Group Art Unit: 1712 

RIed: February 25, 2002 Examiner: Phillip Tucker 

For Methods of Discovering And Correcting Subterranean Formation Integrity 
. .Problems During Drilling ^ ^ 

Assistant Commissioner for Patmts 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

WITHIN THREE MONTHS OF FILING OR 
BEFORE MAILING OF FIRST OFHCE ACTION (37 CFR 1.97(b)) 

NOTE- 'An biibfmaiksndiseiosm st a t emen t sha^ 

of the Wng date of a natlonai s ppBc s lton : (2) mtfvVi throe months of the date of entry of the nation^ 

stageassettdfthin§ 1.491 in mtkttamal^ir^^ 

action on the merits^ wttichever event ooaii last' 37 CFR 1S7(b), 



emtmcAn or luiuNanriuNsuiniOM tsr cra*i^) 

I tmebf oartify that this comapondancs is; on the data ahown tMtow. Mng: 

MAIUNQ FACSIMILE 

□ daposited with lha Onitod States Postal 
Sarvica with suffidant positaga as first dass 
mai tn an anvalopo addrsssod to ttw 
Asststant Conwnissionar for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 

Data:A-H-03 

Sheila Gibbs 

(lypa or print nonra of person certifying) 

(Transmittal of Inform ati on Oisdosura Statement Wittiin Three Months of Rfing or Before MaiHng of Fvst Office 

Action (6-3}— page 1 of 2) 



□ transmitted by facsimile to the 
Patent and Tradamark Office. 



SIgnatura 



NOTE: The filing data of a national appticaticn* under 37 CFR U97(b) has (wo pcssiOie meanings, Wherw the 
filing is a dir^t one to tha United States Patent <t Tfademark Office, the fiiing is defined in 37 CFR 
1.S3(b) &s tfia data on which: 0) A spedftcation containing a description pursuant ft7 § tJI and at 
least one claim pursuant to § 1.75; and (2) any drawing required by § t, 31(a), are Hied in tfye Patent 
and Trademarit Office in the name of th actual inventor or inventors as required by § 1.41 * 37 CFR 
1.B7(b)(1). On the other hand, an international application that enters the national stage occurs when 
the applicant has filed the documents and fees required by 35 US.C. § 371(c) within the periods set 
forth in § 1,494 or § 1,495. 3$ U,S.C. § 371(c) requires ttre filing of the following: (1) the national fee: 
(2) a copy of the international application, unless already sent by the Interrtatioi^ Bureau, and an English 
translatian if filed in another language: 0) amendments under PCT Article 19, with a translation into 
English if made in another language: (4) an oath or declaration: and (5) a translation into English of any 
annexes to the international preliminary examination report, if such annexes were made in another 
language. 37 CFR t97(b)(2). 

IDENTIFICATION OF TIME OF FILING THE ACCOMPANYING 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed within three 
months of the filing date of the application or date of entr/ into the national stage of an 
international application or before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, 
whichever event occurs last 37 CFR 1.97(b). 

NOTE: 'No certification or fee is due when the filing is made within the above time period. It is advisa£)le to 
ensure that no Office action has been mailed if the disclosure statement is delayed until after three 
months from fiUng, 

NOTE: 'An information ^sclosure statement win be considered to have been Hied on the day it was received 
in the Offfc9. oronan^ eariier date of a mailing it accompanied by a property executed certifitate of 
mailing under 37 CFR hB, or Express Mail certifieate under 37 CFR 1.10. An Office action is mailed 
on the date indicated in the Office action,' Notice of April 20. 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41, 39). 

f^OTE: *77ie term iiational appScation' includes continuirtg applications (continuations, divisions, continuations- 
in-pari} so thr ee mont hs wSI be measured from the actual fSing date of an appftcation as opposed [sicf 
to the effective date of a continuing application.' Notice of April 20, 1992 (1 138 O.G. 37-41, 39). 

NOTE: 'An action on the merits means an action which treats the patentability of the claims in an application, 
as opposed to only formal or procedural requirements. An action on the merits would, for example, 
contain a rejection or indication of altowabiBty of a claim or claims rather than just a restriction 
requirements (37 CFR 1. 142) or just a tequirement for ad^tionai fees to have a claim considered (37 
CFR h16(di). Thus^ if an application was /EM on Jan. 1 and the first Office action on the merits was 
not mailed until six months later on July 1, the examiner would be reqt^red to consider any proper 
information disehsure statement filed prior to July 1.' Notice of April 20, 1992 (1133 O.G. 37-41, 39). 

WAf^lNG: ^A petition for suspension of action to allow applicant time to submit an information disclosure 
statement will be denied as failing to present good and sufficient reasons, since 37 CFR 1.97 
provides a deq ua te recourse forthe timely submission of prior art for consideration by the examiner, * 
Ato(fe9 of Julys, 1992 0141 0.0. 63). 




SIGNATURfi^OF ATTORN 



Reg. No.: 36,256 P.O. Box 1431 




P.O. Address 

Tel. No.: ( 580 ) 251-3012 Duncan, nv 7-^^^A-n/./.n 



fTransmittaJ of Information Cisciosura Statement Within Three Months of niirig or B«for9 Mailing of First OKaa 

Action 1)8-3)— pag« 2 of 2) 




f£B 1 9 ] PATENT 

9 ^' HES 2000-IP-001848U1 

X^;ip£^)K^IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants: Ronald E. Sweatman et al . ) 



Art Unit: 



1712 



Serial No.: 10/082,459 



Filed: 



February 25, 2002 



Examiner: Phillip 




For: 



METHODS OF DISCOVERING 
AND CORRECTING SUBTERRAN- 
EAN FORMATION INTEGRITY 
PROBLEMS DURING DRILLING 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



SIR: 



The following documents are known to Applicants or 
Applicants' attorneys and are submitted for the Examiner to 
consider in the above -captioned application. 



U.S. Patent Number 5,180,020 issued January 19, 1993 to 
Giin-Fa Fuh et al . 

U.S. Patent Number 5,207,282 issued May 4, 1993 to Giin-Fa 
Fuh et al . 



SPE 24599 entitled ''A New Approach to Preventing Lost 
Circulation While Drilling" by Giin-Fa Fuh et al . , dated 1992. 

SPE/IADC 37671 entitled ''New Solutions to Remedy Lost 
Circulation, Crossflows, and Underground Blowouts'' by Ronald 
Sweatman et al . , dated 1997. 

SPE 53312 entitled "Conformance-While-Drilling Technology 
Proposed to Optimize Drilling and Production" by Ron Sweatman et 



U. S. PATENTS 



OTHER MATERIAL 



al. , dated 1999. 

SPE 52188 entitled ''Novel Approach to Borehole Stability 
Modeling for ERD and Deepwater Drilling'' by U.A. Tare et al . , 
dated 1999. 

Paper entitled ''Conformance-While-Drilling (CWD) Technology 
Proposed to Optimize Drilling and Production" by Ron Sweatman et 
al. , dated 1999. 

SPE 56598 entitled "High Propagation Pressures in Transverse 
Hydraulic Fractures: Cause, Effect, and Remediation" by W.F.J. 
Deeg, dated 1999. 

PTC 11976 entitled "New Chemical Systems and Placement 
Methods to Stabilize and Seal Deepwater Shallow-Water Flow Zones" 
by Larry Eoff et al . , dated 2000. 

SPE 71368 entitled "Drilling Fluid Losses and Gains: Case 
Histories and Practical Solutions" by Uday A. Tare et al . , dated 
2001. 

Copies of the aforementioned references and Form PTO-1449 are 
submitted herewith. 
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Craig W. Roddy 
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